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This factsheet is part of a series of case studies on contested mining projects, developed by
civil society organisations. The factsheets illustrate the structural problems associated with
mining projects in Europe and beyond, with a view to integrate the experiences of front line
communities in EU policies.
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1. BASIC INFORMATION

Municipality:
Companies:
Minerals:

Mining technique:
Total concession:
Mining area:

GENERAL DESCRIPTION

The Rovina Valley gold-copper mining project has raised significant concerns related to
transparency, environmental impact, and potential conflicts of interest. The mining license was
granted to a British Virgin Island offshore company, raising questions about the transparency of
the bidding process and whether all relevant factors, such as socio-environmental
responsibility, including during project closure, were considered. In environmental terms, the
Rovina project is particularly concerning due to the significant environmental risk posed by a
subterranean river deviation and large-scale tailings structures of the mine consisting of two
open-pits at the Colnic and Rovina deposits. Residents in the area are concerned about their
future, as traditional livelihoods and nature tourism are put at risk by the project, with numerous
farms to be expropriated to the west of Rovina. An environmental permit issued for the project
was annulled in early 2024 due to numerous shortcomings of the project proposal and its
environmental impact assessment.



2. PERMITTING HISTORY & EIA STATUS



https://portal.just.ro/117/SitePages/Dosar.aspx?id_dosar=11700000000160697&id_inst=117
https://www.miningsee.eu/miningsee-rovina-valley-romania/
https://eurosunmining2021tf.q4web.com/tsx-announcements/news-details/2024/Euro-Sun-Mining-Completes-Submission-to-the-European-Commission-under-the-Critical-Raw-Materials-Act-and-Conversion-of-US725000-of-Promissory-Notes/default.aspx
https://www.mining.com/euro-sun-glencore-enter-mou-for-offtake-on-rovina-valley-project/
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3. PROJECT SUSTAINABILITY

3.1 SOCIO-ECONOMIC IMPACTS

The project has faced significant opposition from environmental groups and local com-

munities due to concerns about potential water pollution, deforestation, and damage to

the local ecosystem. The company estimates a maximum of 150 employees for the pro-
ject, while local communities are in doubt if the qualification requirements for most of
the positions will actually be to their benefit. A technical assessment made during the
court case questioning the environmental permit of the project claimed that compensati-
on for families directly affected by the project, as well as the general risk posed to public
health, including impacts on drinking water, were not sufficiently taken into account by
the proponent. The plans for a mining waste storage facility to the west of Rovina would
imply the expropriation and resettlement of at least six farms and families.



https://climatecasechart.com/wp-content/uploads/non-us-case-documents/2024/20240425_78125_decision.pdf
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3.2 STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT

From 2021 to 2024, Samax organized a series of meetings with locals and representati-
ves from the local administration, deliberately excluding those who opposed the project
and thus impeding any meaningful engagement. During these sessions, benefits of the
project were highlighted while negative impacts on the environment or public health
were negated, thus preventing a balanced opinion-making of the public, leading to trust
issues among locals and exacerbated inequality and social divides.

Similar disinformation campaigns were carried out through social media and through
mainstream media. News pieces promised substantial job creation, while claiming that
the project would bring long-lasting change to the economically underdeveloped region.
Apart from the media campaigning, Samax pursued social support projects, such as a
funeral building or transportation services, which remained mostly without use, as local
customs were not consulted and taken into account.

4. SOCIETAL OPPOSITION
AND LITIGATION



https://climatecasechart.com/wp-content/uploads/non-us-case-documents/2022/20221018_Case-no.-30891172022-trial-proceedings-and-appeal-proceedings-case-no-134332023appeal-for-annulment_judgment.pdf
https://adevarul.ro/economie/exploatarea-resurselor-de-aur-de-la-rovina-2344266.html
https://facem.declic.ro/campaigns/salvam-rovina
https://portal.just.ro/117/SitePages/Dosar.aspx?id_dosar=11700000000160697&id_inst=117

5. FINANCIAL FEASIBILITY



https://www.mining-technology.com/projects/rovina-valley-project-hunedoara/?cf-view
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