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To: Jessika Roswall,  Commissioner for Environment, Water Resilience and a 

Competitive Circular Economy 

European Commission 
Rue de la Loi/Wetstraat 200 
1049 Brussels 
Belgium 

Brussels, 3 December 2024 

Subject: Congratulations on your appointment and invitation to address PFAS 
pollution 

Dear Commissioner Jessika Roswall, 

On behalf of the European Environmental Bureau, Europe's largest network of 
environmental citizens' organisations representing some 30 million individual members 
and supporters, I would like to extend our sincere congratulations on your appointment 
as the new Commissioner for Environment, Water Resilience and a Competitive Circular 
Economy. Your leadership will play a pivotal role in shaping policies that directly impact 
the health and well-being of millions across Europe. 

As you embark on this important journey, we would like to draw your attention to a 
pressing issue threatening Europe’s environmental and public health: chemical 
pollution, particularly from PFAS (per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances), commonly 
referred to as ‘forever chemicals.’ Since the 1950s, the increasing and largely 
unregulated use of PFAS in a wide range of industrial and consumer applications has led 
to widespread contamination of Europe. Disturbingly, all EU citizens, including children, 
now have detectable levels of these toxic chemicals in their blood. PFAS are extremely 
persistent, or degrade into similarly persistent compounds, remaining in the 
environment for hundreds, if not thousands, of years. This enduring persistence, 
combined with links to significant health risks such as cancer, developmental issues, and 
hormonal disruption, makes addressing this entire chemical class an urgent priority for 
restriction. 

Drinking water pollution caused by PFAS is a growing concern. Alarmingly, in your 

hometown, Uppsala, the concentration of sum of all PFAS in surface water is reported 

to be over seven times higher (32.99 ng/L) than the 4.4 ng/L threshold of concern 

established by health experts1. Similarly, in Brussels, studies have revealed troubling 

levels of PFAS in the water sources of the European Commission’s neighbourhood, 

 
1 The European Commission proposed, in October 2022, new priority substances (for surface water) and groundwater 

pollutants. The proposal included a threshold of 4.4 ng/L for a group of 24 PFAS in surface and groundwater. The 
thresholds are expressed as PFOA equivalents and makes use of a Relative Potency Factor approach to account for the 
potencies of the different substances when setting the group threshold. 
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where the amount of TFA2 in tap water exceeds the thresholds established in the 

Drinking Water Directive3 in 97% of the samples. This highlights the urgent need for 

cohesive and robust measures across the EU to safeguard public health and our shared 

ecosystems.  

To support this effort, we have enclosed an invitation for you to voluntarily test your 

blood for PFAS levels. Similar invitations have been sent to relevant Vice-Presidents, 

Commissioners, and Members of the European Parliament. Earlier this year, other high-

level politicians joined us in this initiative. Your participation would not only help us to 

raise awareness but also send a strong signal of the European Commission’s dedication 

to protecting the health of its citizens. 

Additionally, we have included a detailed proposal outlining steps for the clarification 
and regulation of PFAS, as pledged by European Commission’s President Ursula von der 
Leyen. We strongly encourage you to review this proposal and consider championing its 
adoption as part of the Clean Industrial Deal and the EU’s broader commitment to 
reducing chemical pollution and ensuring a sustainable future for all Europeans. 

We would greatly appreciate the opportunity to meet with your cabinet to discuss your 
critical role in achieving a clean, just, and competitive transition for Europe and how to 
address the issue of PFAS pollution. I am also sharing a links to our Pact for the Future 
and the Industrial Blueprint, and look forward to working together in this new legislative 
cycle and complicated times. 

Once again, congratulations on your new role. We look forward to your leadership in 
advancing a healthier, cleaner, and more sustainable Europe. 

Sincerely,  

 

Patrick ten Brink, Secretary General 

Attachments: 

• Invitation to participate in PFAS blood testing 

• Proposal on PFAS regulation and clarification 

 

 
2 Trifluoroacetic acid (TFA) is a PFAS known to be a degradation product from other longer chain PFAS. It is harmful if 

inhaled and is harmful to aquatic life with long lasting effects and causes severe skin burns and eye damage. 
3 Which will enter into force in 2026. 

https://ds1.static.rtbf.be/uploader/pdf/1/9/f/beta_ac65615391d51be4235fea93f244eeb8.pdf
https://eeb.org/high-level-european-politicians-polluted-by-pfas/
https://eeb.org/high-level-european-politicians-polluted-by-pfas/
https://euelections.eeb.org/
https://euelections.eeb.org/industrial-blueprint/

