
 

Joint statement 

Call for swift approval of revised Industrial Emissions Directive without further livestock concessions

         Brussels, 20 February 2024 

Dear Honorable Member of the European Parliament,   

The undersigned umbrella organisations representing industry, supported by environmental and human health  

protection organisations call jointly on Members of European Parliament to adopt the Political Agreement on the 

revision of the Industrial Emissions Directive (IED) as  approved by the ENVI committee and by COREPER 

(2022/0104(COD)) in the upcoming Plenary vote on 11 March 2024. 

It came to our attention that some MEPs are considering to table an amendment aimed at weakening even further the 

provisions in relation to livestock rearing that were agreed at the end of several trialogue meetings. Amending this 

text on any single point after a political agreement was reached puts the entire legislation at risk. The balanced 

compromises reached in trilogues over many central aspects of the IED could all be reopened for negotiation.  

We appeal to you to choose sound policy-making over grandstanding, to take an honest and balanced view as to the 

wider implications that inaction has, and to refrain from further backtracking on environmental protection rules - as 

intended by some intensive livestock industry association. On substance the existing compromise would already 

deliver wide concessions to industrial-scale farming compared to the 1996 (IPPC) / 2010 (IED) situation [1]. 

The trilogue agreement secured key benefits for European society: requirements to ensure facilities overall emissions 

are as low as they can be, considering cross-media effects; improved water protection and water efficiency targets; 

forward-looking provisions on industry transformation towards climate neutrality and circular economy.    

We believe that the adoption of the compromise must not be sacrificed for the sake of satisfying an exclusive and 

small interest group worried about slight scope extension for laying hens, which will in any case be subject to future 

to operating rules in the making. It is further clear that further weakening will not support those farmers suffering 

from unfair reward and income distribution but instead seriously put at risk the integrity of the EU decision 

making process.     

We feel compelled to remind MEPs that the large-scale rearing of animals, such as covered under the revised IED, 

creates significant pressures on air quality, methane emissions and water pollution which has a wider societal cost 

that should not be ignored. Each economic actor should contribute to the collective efforts.  

We call on you to also listen to the silent majority, including progressive industry, who support predictable and 

stronger rules for air, water and climate protection whilst ensuring a competitive EU manufacturing base. 

[1 NOTE]: Based on the assessment of the EEB: a) A regulatory backtracking on the permit regime to become a 

‘tailor made light touch’ registration type of regime similar to the French “Enregistrement 2013” system. No more 

baseline report, minimal 3 year site visits, minimal soil and groundwater monitoring. b) Operating rules are yet to 

be co-developed, including by the farmers trade associations, and will not apply prior to 2030 in any case. c) Scope 

weakening compared to the 2013 French Enregistrement system: Cattle is out. Pigs -700, piglets -10.700, Sows -

550, organic farming systems fully exempted as those with stocking density of less than 2LSU/ha. For poultry there 

is a significant weakening for cockerel, geese, turkeys, geese, ducks and other poultry except status quo for broilers. 

A slight increase for one duck species (+2K Anas Platyrhynchos) and laying hens (+8.5K; 21.4K instead of 30K)). 

The livestock sector is fully exempted from other provisions that all industrial actors are committed to fulfill (e.g. 

Transformation Plan, reinforced environmental management systems).     

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/plmrep/COMMITTEES/ENVI/DV/2024/01-11/Item10-IED_provisionalagreement_20220104COD_EN.pdf
https://aida.ineris.fr/reglementation/2111-volailles-gibier-a-plumes-activite-delevage-vente-etc-a-lexclusion-dactivites


 

 

Industry affiliated organisations: 

 

 
 

Hazardous Waste Europe 
www.hazardouswasteuerope.eu 

443508317933-36  
 

 

ACCESSA 
www.accessa.org  
490092847162-43 

 

 
EurEau 

www.eureau.org  
39299129772-62 

 

 
IAWR 

www.iawr.org  
871789939103-15 

 

 
 

ALCCC 
https://alliancelccc.com/  

940517150315-65 

  

Environmental civil society organisations (NGO)  

 

 
 

European Environmental Bureau 
www.eeb.org  

06798511314-27 

http://www.hazardouswasteuerope.eu/
http://www.hazardouswasteuerope.eu/
http://www.eureau.org/
http://www.iawr.org/
http://www.eeb.org/


 

 

Greenpeace EU Unit 
www.greenpeace.org  

9832909575-41 

 

 
Compassion in World Farming 

www.ciwf.eu   
953480437831-04 

 

 
World Animal Protection Nederland 

www.worldanimalprotection.nl  
929331127035-69 

 

 
Zero Waste Europe  

www.zerowasteeurope.eu  
47806848200-34 

 

http://www.greenpeace.org/
http://www.eeb.org/
http://www.worldanimalprotection.nl/
http://www.eeb.org/

