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Joint statement: Europe and Poland must stop Turéw’s -

Coalition Clean Baltsc

negative impacts and bring water and climate justice

The undersigned NGOs, Members of the European Parliament, Members of Parliament and
local authorities urge the European Commission, the International Commission for the
Protection of the Odra River, and the government of Poland to stop the Turéw mine's
transnational water grab and defend people from destructive coal extraction.

At the Polish border with the Czech Republic and Germany, the Turéw open-pit lignite mine is
draining water resources and leaving entire villages dry. The mine is currently operating under a
six-year mining licence extension obtained without public participation and a proper
environmental impact assessment. Since May 2020, the mine has therefore worked illegally. The
Polish state-owned company PGE threatens to expand the mine and re-licence its operation until
2044. If this happens, thousands of people may lose access to water, amid a global health and
climate crisis, and in a blatant violation of EU laws.



The expansion of the Turow mine is incompatible with the Water Framework Directive (WFD), as
it would cause inadmissible deterioration of water bodies, as well as the Environmental Liability
Directive, the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Directive and the Strategic Environmental
Assessment (SEA) Directive.

EU laws are agreed to protect people, communities, and public goods, but they are useless if they
are not enforced. Poland is responsible for implementing EU laws on its national territories, and
ensuring they are respected. As the “Guardian of the Treaties”, the European Commission must
intervene where citizens' rights are violated and hold member state governments accountable.

The project is also incompatible with Europe’s zero pollution and climate neutrality ambition.
Coal is a major source of toxic air pollution as well as greenhouse gas emissions that contribute
to climate breakdown. We cannot afford to continue with business as usual. A just transition from
coal to renewable energy is not only inevitable, but also urgent and necessary to build greater
resilience in our societies, and allow the Czech-Polish-German region Neisse-Nisa-Nysa to move
together towards a cleaner and fairer future.

We call on the government of Poland to respect EU laws, to stop the Turéw mine from taking
water away from people and nature, to take ambitious steps to replace coal with renewables,
and to ensure a just transition for workers in the region.

We call on the International Commission for the Protection of the Odra River against
Pollution to listen to the citizens of the Czech Republic, Germany and Poland, and include brown
coal mining and specifically the Turéw mine in the list of supraregional issues to be dealt with by
all three countries in a coordinated manner.

We call on the European Commission to immediately start an infringement procedure against
the government of Poland for illegal mining and the violation of EU directives in Turéw, and to
demand that the Polish government complies with EU laws and stops the mine expansion.

Communities at the frontline with the Turéw mine are already experiencing water shortages, as
well as extremely high particulate content in the air they breathe. They are paying a high price
for PGE's greed. They cannot wait any longer.

Signatories:

Rasmus Andresen, Member of the European Parliament

Malin Bjork, Member of the European Parliament



Margrete Auken, Member of the European Parliament
Michael Bloss, Member of the European Parliament

Anna Cavazzini, Member of the European Parliament

Dita Charanzova, Member of the European Parliament
Martina Dlabajova, Member of the European Parliament
Cornelia Ernst, Member of the European Parliament
Martin Hojsik, Member of the European Parliament

Ska Keller, Member of European Parliament

Katefina Konecna, Member of the European Parliament
Ludék Niedermayer, Member of the European Parliament
Niklas Nienal3, Member of the European Parliament
Janina Ochojska, Member of the European Parliament
Mikulas Peksa, Member of the European Parliament

Kira Marie Peter-Hansen, Member of the European Parliament
Stanislav Polcak, Member of the European Parliament
Michaela Sojdrova, Member of European Parliament
Sylwia Spurek, Member of the European Parliament

R6za Grafin von Thun und Hohenstein, Member of the European Parliament
Thomas Waitz, Member of the European Parliament
Tatjana Zdanoka, Member of the European Parliament
Tomas Zdechovsky, Member of the European Parliament
Tomasz Anisko, Member of the Polish Parliament

Annalena Baerbock, Member of the German Parliament



Dana Balcarova, Member of the Czech Parliament and Chair of the Environment Committee
Michael Canov, Czech Senator

Jan Chvojka, Member of the Czech Parliament

Jan Cizinsky, Member of the Czech Parliament

Klaudia Jachira, Member of the Polish Parliament

Daria Gosek-Popiotek, Member of the Polish Parliament
Oliver Krischer, Member of the German Parliament

Stephan Kuhn, Member of the German Parliament

Markéta Pekarova Adamova, Member of the Czech Parliament
Anita Sowinska, Member of the Polish Parliament

Franciszek Sterczewski, Member of the Polish Parliament
Matgorzata Tracz, Member of the Polish Parliament

Urszula Sara Zielinska, Member of the Polish Parliament

Petra Budke, Member of the Parliament of Brandenburg
Sahra Damus, Member of the Parliament of Brandenburg
Daniel Gerber, Member of the Saxony Parliament

Isabell Hiekel, Member of the Parliament of Brandenburg
Heiner Klemp, Member of the Parliament of Brandenburg
Thomas Loser, Member of Saxony Parliament

Christin Melcher, Member of Saxony Parliament

Clemens Rostock, Member of the Parliament of Brandenburg
Heide Schinowsky, Member of the Party Council, Greens Brandenburg

Franziska Schubert, Member of the Saxony Parliament



Martin P(ta, President of the Liberec Region

Milos Tita, Member of the Liberec Region Council

Matthias Bohm, City Council of Zittau

Michael Canov, Mayor of Chrastava

Andrzej Dabek, Councilor of the Slesin city council

Milan Gotz, Mayor of Kunratice

Jens Hentschel-Thoricht, Parliamentary Chairman Die Linke, city council of Zittau
Josef Horinka, Mayor of Hradek nad Nisou

Martina Kohoutova, Mayor of Détfichov

Thomas Pilz, district principal councillor Gorlitz

Dan Ramzer, Mayor of Frydlant

Vladimir Stfibrny, Mayor of Hefmanice

Ulrike Bach, executive of the IG Bauernhaus e.V.

Diana Lelonek, photographer and visual artist

Cecylia Malik, artist, performer, social educator, activist

Rafat Milach, photographer and visual artist

Aleksandra Czerniawska, artist and activist

Anna Siekierska, artist, lecturer at Academy of Fine Art in Warsaw
Maria Debinska, Institute of Archaeology and Ethnology, Polish Academy of Sciences
Weronika Parafianowicz, lecturer at Institute of Polish Culture
FrantiSek Drbohlav, Mayor of PFiSovice

Tomas Cyrus, Mayor of VisShova

Jan Vacek, Mayor of Rynoltice



Vaclav Honsejk, Mayor of Kfizany

Jana Mlejnecka, Mayor of Chotyné

JiFi Miler, Mayor of Cesky Dub

OndFej Fila, Deputy Mayor of Cesky Dub
Stépanka Sichrovska, Mayor of Hlavice

Pavel LZicaF, Mayor of Raspenava

Radko Rys, Mayor of Sobéslavice

Jaroslav Demcak, Mayor of Hejnice

Viktor Podmanicky, Mayor of Pertoltice
FrantiSek PospiSil, Mayor of Bila

Josef Jadrny, Mayor of JanQv dul

Hana Fiebigerova, Mayor of Hefmanice

Iva Havlikova, Mayor of Zdarek

Jaroslava Kvapilova, Mayor of Sychrov

Vaclav Sodomka, Mayor of Pacefice

Jana Hartlova, Mayor of Vlastibofice

DusSan Koutnik, Deputy Mayor of Vlastobofice
Béla Ivanova, Mayor of Dlouhy Most

Petr Felkner, Mayor of Svijany

Pravoslav Svacinka, Mayor of KryStofovo udoli
Marek Kratochvil, Mayor of Dolni Rasnice
Tomas Schwartz, Mayor of Prose¢ pod JeStédem

Miroslav Kratochvil, Mayor of Nové Mésto pod Smrkem



Jan Pospisil, Mayor of Lazné Libverda
Jaroslav Zamecnik, Mayor of Liberec
Stanislava Pinévska, Mayor of Krasny les
Eduard Dvorak, Mayor of Lazany

Ondrej Zoubek, Mayor of Radimovice

Radek Halouhn, Mayor of Rasnice

Jana Mikudikova, Deputy Mayor of Bily Potok
Pavel Sercl, Mayor of Bily Potok

Roman Slezak, Mayor of MniSek

Pavel Novotny, Mayor of Jindfichovice pod Smrkem
Karel Bicik, Mayor of Péncin

Jifi Rydl, Mayor of Jablonné v Podjestédi
Miroslav Richter, Mayor of Cernousy

Petr Fenyk, Mayor of Janovice v Podjestédi

Europe Beyond Coal

European Environmental Bureau (EEB)
Fundacja “Rozwoj TAK - Odkrywki NIE”
Greenpeace Czech Republic
Greenpeace Germany

Greenpeace Poland

Frank Bold

Alle Dorfer Bleiben

Calla - sdruzeni pro zachranu prostredi
Centrum pro dopravu a energetiku
Chebsko za klima

ClientEarth

Coal Action Network

Déti Zemé

Doctors for future Czech Republic

Extinction Rebellion Czech Republic



Extinction Rebellion Polska

Fundacja Ekologiczna ,Zielona Akcja”
Fundacja Strefa Zieleni

Fundacja Zielone Swiatto

Global Energy Monitor

Grune Liga

Hnuti DUHA

Institute for Sustainable Development
Instytut Energetyki Odnawialnej
Insure our Future

Rodzice dla klimatu Polska

Sit ekologickych poraden STEP
Spole&nost pro zvitata, ZO CSOP

Stop tunellim, z.s., Usti nad Labem
Stowarzyszenie Ab Ovo
Stowarzyszenie Ekologiczne EKO-UNIA

Stowarzyszenie
"Wspo6lna Ziemia"

Ekologiczno-Kulturalne

Stowarzyszenie  "NIE DLA  ODKRYWKI
ZkOCZEW

Kolektyw Siostry Rzeki
Konopa z.s.

Limity jsme my

Les Amis de la Terre France
Na mysli, z.U.

Polish Green Party

Pratelé prirody Praha
Reclaim Finance

ReSet

Rodice za klima Liberec
Stowarzyszenie “Nie Kopalni Odkrywkowej"

Stowarzyszenie  Pracownia na  Rzecz

Wszystkich Istot

Strajk dla Ziemi Polska/ Earth Strike Poland
Strajk dla Ziemi £6dz

Strajk dla Ziemi Warszawa

WeMove Europe

Zielone Wiadomosci

Z0 CSOP Jaro Jaromé



